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Professor Ewine van Dishoeck

Is a world-renowned Dutch scientist specializing in molecular astrophysics and

a former President of the International Astronomical Union (IAU) from 2018

to 2021. Based at the Leiden Observatory, Professor van Dishoeck is a leading

pioneer in astrochemistry, dedicating her research to uncovering the physical

and chemical processes that govern the formation of stars, planets, and the

organic molecules essential for life in the cold, dense regions of the interstellar medium. Her profound contributions to
the field have earned her international recognition, including the prestigious Kavli Prize in Astrophysics. In addition to her
groundbreaking research, she has demonstrated a strong commitment to the advancement of global science, particularly
through fostering robust collaborations with regional organizations such as the African Astronomical Society (AfAS).
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Technological Development (DGRSDT). It tackles scientific issues of timely relevance

with a strong focus on astronomical ones. It aims at spreading scientific culture through

original articles written by astronomers both professional and amateurs, as well as

students from various scientific fields, making sure that the information provided is from

reliable sources and we are strongly committed to relentlessly fight against this new age
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Editorial

Between the Realm of the Nebulae and the
Echoes of Destruction

A century ago, astronomers barely suspected
that the space between stars was anything but empty.
Today we know that this interstellar medium is a
vast ocean of gas and dust, alive with turbulence,
magnetism, and molecular complexity. Within it
float the nebulae — luminous clouds whose ghostly
beauty conceals the raw materials of creation
and destruction. From frigid molecular filaments
where new suns are born, to the incandescent
remnants of stellar death, these cosmic structures
reveal the restless cycle of matter itself, a universal
poetry sculpted in three dimensions of light.

This tenth issue of EI-Chiheb Science Magazine
invites you into that ethereal realm. Through a
richly illustrated main dossier, our contributors
explore the chemistry of the interstellar medium,
the dynamics of dust, and the galactic ecology that
links dying stars to new planetary systems. We also
have the honor of hosting an in-depth conversation
with Dr. E. van Dishoeck, former President of
the International Astronomical Union and one
of the world’s foremost authorities on the ISM.

As in every issue, Chiheb bridges the scientific and
the human. Our “Young Smarties” section introduces
young readers to the hidden life of nebulae through
simple experiments and sky observations, while
“Science Paparazzi” highlights regional advances in
astrophysics and instrumentation. Yet amid these
pages of cosmic wonder, we cannot turn our eyes
away from another kind of nebula — those born
not from supernovae, but from human cruelty. The
clouds of smoke that once rose over Gaza, where an
entire people endured unspeakable suffering, now
begin to part, revealing a horizon of resilience and
rebirth. Like the ashes of dying stars that one day
give rise to new worlds, the steadfast resistance of
the oppressed has transformed destruction into
renewal. Out of darkness, light will be returning.

May this issue remind us that the universe’s beauty
is inseparable from its fragility. The interstellar
medium teaches that out of chaos, order can
emerge, and from dust, new worlds can be born.
Let us hope humanity, too, may find in that cosmic
lesson the strength to rebuild, that compassion,
like starlight, might once again pierce the void.

Jamal Mimouni
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